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!Chautauqua Lake Association

The Chautauqua Lake Association (CLA), 
a  non-profit organization, was incorporated
in 1953. The CLA is run by community-
minded volunteers with a sincere passion for
the care and preservation of Chautauqua
Lake.  

In addition to private donations from its
more than 1400 members, the CLA
receives supplemental funding from local,
county, state and federal agencies.  These
monies are used for daily operations, the
annual harvesting of undesirable aquatic
vegetation, and shoreline clean-up 
programs.

Steward of Chautauqua Lake

The CLA’s mission
is to provide effective and efficient

lake maintenance services 
for the benefit of all 

Chautauqua Lake users.

Promotes and facilitates the ongoing 
scientific study of Chautauqua Lake and its
surrounding ecosystem.

Participates in and cooperates with local,
state, and federal lake management 
programs, associations and regulatory
agencies.

Educates the community about

Chautauqua Lake’s ecosystem and 
environmental lake management practices.

Chautauqua Lake Association

429 East Terrace Avenue
Lakewood, NY 14750H
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The CLA Relies on Your Support!

The Chautauqua Lake Association is committed to
initiating and implementing in-lake management
activities to protect and improve the quality of
Chautauqua Lake.  The CLA’s primary goal is to
ensure the natural beauty, safety and utility of the
lake as a recreational resource.

The Chautauqua Lake Association is
Committed To Protecting and Improving

Lake Quality For Your Enjoyment!

The CLA spends
more than 15,000
hours extracting
4700 tons of 
nuisance vegetation
during the 16-week
clean-up season.

What Does the CLA Do?
With a capital investment of millions of dollars, the CLA
has provided high quality lake maintenance on a cost
effective basis that couldn’t be matched by private or
government contractors.

No other organization has the manpower or equipment
to perform the duties the CLA undertakes every year.
These lake management tasks include:

w Shoreline clean-up
w Aquatic vegetation control through 

environmentally sound strategies
w Educating the public about Chautauqua Lake and

the tools needed to protect and improve its quality.

By maintaining the quality of Chautauqua
Lake, the CLA’s efforts encourage tourism,

increase property values, 
ensure safe recreation, and stimulate 

economic development.

Keeping our lake clean is no 
easy task. It takes labor,
heavy machinery, research,
and of course, money!  

Although the CLA receives
capital funding from private
foundations, they depend
heavily on generous contri-
butions from local individuals
and businesses. The CLA
has historically demonstrated
that with proper funding, the 
enormous task of keeping
the lake clean can be done.

Every tax deductible 
donation made to the CLA
means an investment in the 
epicenter of tourism for
Chautauqua County, our
lake.

The CLA Cleans Up!
The CLA has been the primary lake maintenance
organization for more than 40 years.  It performs the
services of managing the lake’s aquatic plants through
mechanical harvesting.  The CLA also provides lake
clean-up, removing trees and other debris after major
storms, and removing dead vegetation which 
accumulates along the shore.

Over that last five
years, the CLA has
contracted with the
Cornell University
Research Ponds 
to investigate the
use of aquatic
moth larvae for 
the control of 
nuisance plants in
Chautauqua Lake.

CLA’s Research Helps Lake Thrive Naturally

The CLA carefully researches and identifies which
plants are native to the lake and those that are
introduced from outside sources.  It also 
determines which kinds of vegetation are valuable
to the lake’s quality while carefully identifying
those that are undesirable and detract from the
lake’s vibrancy.

A CLA staff member places
aquatic moth larvae in the
lake to combat the invasion
of harmful vegetation.

The CLA’s 4th of July Red Hot Fundraiser is
the “Ring of Fire!”
Anyone who is familiar with Chautauqua Lake knows
that every 4th of July the lake becomes illuminated
by flares sold to lake side dwellers and businesses
by the CLA. The Association’s annual “Ring of Fire”
fundraiser provides a breathtaking site to residents
and visitors and helps the CLA to thrive. 

The CLA keeps the lake clean so 
everyone can enjoy it.

We Need Your Help to Keep Chautauqua Lake Beautiful

By meeting
our 

financial
goals, we
meet the

needs of all
those who

benefit
from using

and 
enjoying
the lake;

that means
everyone!

The CLA covers 1,550
acres of the lake for weed
removal, cleans 42 miles of
shoreline (repeating prob-
lem areas several times),
and removes 100-200 tons
of seaweed per day.

Chautauqua Lake, lying
southeast to northwest
across the county at an
elevation of 1,308 feet
above sea level, is one
of the highest navigable
lakes in the nation.
Chautauqua Lake is
located entirely within
Chautauqua County,
New York, USA. 

The lake is 17 miles
long and 2 miles
wide at its greatest
width. The surface
area is approximate-
ly 13,000 acres.
The maximum depth
is about 78 feet.
The north basin
average depth is 11
feet and the south
basin is 26 feet. The
shoreline is about
42 miles. 

Facts About Chautauqua Lake

The CLA is There When Needed

When disaster hits the CLA is there. The
Association has cleaned debris from the lake
after countless storms and natural disasters.

Perhaps the best example of the CLA’s 
flexibility in responding to the lake’s needs
occurred during the 2005 carp die-off. The
publicity of the problem threatened to destroy
the summer season on the lake including
events at Chautauqua Institution. The CLA
recognized the need for immediate action
and focused all of its efforts on removal of
the over 50,000 dead carp. The clean up
was completed in time to save the 4th of July
weekend and the summer recreation season. 

The CLA’s annual “Ring of Fire” illuminates the lake on the
4th of July.


